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the shape of regional Councils. The lemtcr] ^ .Gcr Vizagapatiun was made
three divisions: 1) South Division coirauiiii^ Visdanagaram 2) Central
Division containing Vizagapatam aiM Xasirnkoia and 3) North Division
with Kimidi and Tekkali. The Godaviin District onder Masuhpatain Council
which was constituted b> the earlier sarkars of Rajahmundry, Ellcre and
Mustaphanagar, was made three divisions and the Masulipatam farms and
Guntur Sarkars (Excepting Palnad which was under the Nawab of Arcot)
were constituted as separate divisions.21
THE PERMANENT SETTLEMENT IIS NORTHERN SARKARS
The Court of Directors were, all the time, insisting on the introduction
of Permanent Assessment in the Northern Sarkars. So, Lord WeUesie,*
directed the Madras Presidency in 1798, to introduce "the Bengal System of
Revenue" in the Northern Sarkars. Consequently, the Madras Government
constituted a special committee to report on the feasibility of adopting such
system. The Committee submitted its report in September 1799 and opuied
that *' the new system should be introduced at once but with a difference. In
Bengal, the whole territory was in the hands of Zamindars at the time of
permanent settlement but, in Northern Saikars, major portion was under the
direct management of the Company.**22 So, the Board of Revenue recom-
mended that the Havelies should be formed into Estates or Mootahs yielding
a revenue of 1000 to 5000 pagodas annually. These estates should be sold
or granted to individuals who should be called "Proprietors**." This recom-
mendation was approved by the Madras Government. The Governor
General, while approving the above proposal, restricted the rights of the Pro-
prietors so that they would not override the rights of the ryots and the future
legislations.23
The Board of Directors warned that "the spirit of rebellion and
insubordination in the Northern Sarkars should be suppressed and all
subordinate military establishments were to be annihilated.....the Countries
were to be brought to such a state of subjection as to acknowledge and submit
to the principle that they might be indebted to the beneficent and wisdom of
the British Government for every advantage they were to receive, so, jn like
manner, they must feel indebted solely to its protection for the continuance
and enjoyment of them."2*
21  Records of Board of Revenue: Repeat of the Estates Land Act Committee, Appendix
in, pp. 54,260.
22  IWd.:p.275.
23   General Reeport of the Board of Revenue, VoL V, p. 104; VoLVI, pp. 70,145.
24  V. Report of the Select Committee, p. 309.